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Building/Address	
   Historic	
   Non-­‐

Historic	
  
Contributing	
   Non-­‐

Contributing	
  
#1	
   Mount	
   Dora	
   Center	
   for	
   the	
   Arts,	
   138	
   E.	
  
Fifth	
  Avenue,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#2	
  116	
  E.	
  Fifth	
  Avenue,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
   X	
   	
   X	
   	
  
#3	
  112	
  E.	
  Fifth	
  Avenue,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
   X	
   	
   	
   X	
  
#4	
   M.V.	
   Simpson	
   Building,	
   450	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
  
Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#5	
  448-­‐432	
  N.	
  Donnelly	
  Street	
   X	
   	
   X	
   	
  
#6	
   Donnelly	
   Apartments,	
   428	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
  
Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#7	
   Old	
   Mt.	
   Dora	
   Topic	
   Building,	
   418	
   N.	
  
Donnelly	
  Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#8	
   404	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
   Street	
   (Oliver	
   Twist),	
  
Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#9	
  Piglet’s	
  Pantry	
  (Rehbaum’s	
  Hardware),	
  402	
  
N.	
  Donnelly	
  Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#10	
  The	
  Drawer	
  (Crane’s	
  Furniture	
  Store),	
  403	
  
N.	
  Donnelly	
  Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#11	
   The	
   Mount	
   Dora	
   Hotel	
   (Renaissance	
  
Building),	
   411-­‐413	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
   Street,	
  Mount	
  
Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#12	
   427	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
   Street,	
   Mount	
   Dora,	
   FL	
  
32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#13	
   431	
   N.	
   Donnelly	
   Street,	
   Mount	
   Dora,	
   FL	
  
32757	
  

	
   X	
   	
   X	
  

#14	
  Simpson	
  Bed	
  &	
  Breakfast,	
  441	
  N.	
  Donnelly	
  
Street,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#15	
   Old	
   First	
   National	
   Bank	
   Building,	
   100	
  W.	
  
Fifth	
  Avenue,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#16	
   Simpson	
   Hotel,	
   110	
   W.	
   Fifth	
   Avenue,	
  
Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#17	
   120	
   W.	
   Fifth	
   Avenue,	
   Mount	
   Dora,	
   FL	
  
32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#18	
   The	
   Princess	
   Theatre,	
   130	
   W.	
   Fifth	
  
Avenue,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
   	
  

#19	
   140	
   W.	
   Fifth	
   Avenue,	
   Mount	
   Dora,	
   FL	
  
32757	
  

X	
   	
   	
   X	
  

Building/Address	
   Historic	
   Non-­‐
Historic	
  

Contributing	
   Non-­‐
Contributing	
  

#20	
  Atkins	
  Realty,	
  196	
  W.	
  Fifth	
  Avenue,	
  Mount	
  
Dora,	
  FL	
  32757	
  

X	
   	
   X	
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The	
  history	
  of	
  Mount	
  Dora	
  begins	
   in	
   the	
   late	
  1800s	
  with	
   the	
   first	
   settlements	
  of	
   the	
  Simpson	
  

family,	
  particularly	
  David	
  Simpson	
  and	
  his	
   father,	
  M.V.	
  Simpson	
   in	
  18741,	
  and	
  other	
   significant	
   figures	
  

such	
  as	
  J.P.	
  Donnelly,	
  who	
  became	
  the	
  first	
  mayor	
  of	
  Mount	
  Dora.	
  The	
  town	
  was	
  officially	
  established	
  

around	
  1884,	
  and	
  became	
  a	
  center	
  for	
  citrus	
  production	
  with	
  citrus	
  groves	
  and	
  packing	
  houses.	
  The	
  first	
  

railroad	
  came	
  through	
  town	
  in	
  1887	
  and	
  it	
  provided	
  a	
  major	
  boost	
  for	
  the	
  town’s	
  economy.	
  The	
  town	
  

automatically	
   became	
   a	
   favorite	
   winter	
   destination	
   for	
   northern	
   state	
   residents	
   looking	
   for	
   some	
  

warmth	
  and	
  recreational	
  activities	
  such	
  as	
  boating,	
  fishing	
  and	
  hunting.	
  Another	
  attraction	
  for	
  tourists	
  

was	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  Chautauqua	
  in	
  the	
  area.2	
  A	
  movement	
  which	
  formed	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  Chautauqua	
  

was	
  a	
  temporary	
  traveling	
  entertainment	
  venue	
  that	
  came	
  to	
  Mount	
  Dora	
  offering	
  music	
  and	
  education.	
  

Around	
   the	
   early	
   1900s	
   the	
   railroad	
   depot	
  was	
   built,	
  which	
   introduced	
   a	
   greater	
   influx	
   of	
   goods	
   and	
  

visitors.	
   President	
   Calvin	
   Coolidge	
   and	
   his	
   family	
   even	
   spent	
   the	
   entire	
   month	
   of	
   February	
   1930	
  

vacationing	
  in	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  at	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  local	
  hotels,	
  Lakeside	
  Inn	
  (Lake	
  Inn	
  at	
  that	
  time).3	
  	
  

The	
   Simpson	
   family,	
   a	
   rather	
   influential	
   family	
   involved	
   in	
   Mount	
   Dora’s	
   growth	
   and	
  

development,	
   had	
   their	
   settlements	
   around	
   the	
   majority	
   of	
   present-­‐day,	
   downtown,	
   historic	
   Mount	
  

Dora.	
  They	
  were	
  responsible	
  for	
  a	
  significant	
  amount	
  of	
  the	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  area,	
  

including	
  the	
  first	
  bank,	
  theatre,	
  paving	
  of	
  the	
  roads,	
  etc.	
  Before	
  downtown	
  became	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  today,	
  it	
  

was	
  once	
  covered	
  with	
  the	
  family’s	
  citrus	
  groves.	
  The	
  Simpson	
  family	
  heirs	
  continue	
  to	
  own	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  

buildings	
  downtown,	
  as	
  well	
  maintaining	
  several	
  businesses.	
  

Development	
  continued	
  and	
  Mount	
  Dora	
  was	
  eventually	
  parceled	
  out,	
  becoming	
  the	
  town	
  it	
  is	
  

today.	
   The	
   Historic	
   Society	
   of	
   Mount	
   Dora	
   has	
   worked	
   rather	
   hard	
   to	
   preserve	
   these	
   buildings	
  

downtown	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  possible.	
  They	
  are	
  becoming	
  more	
  rigid	
  in	
  the	
  aspects	
  of	
  local	
  preservation,	
  so	
  as	
  

to	
  avoid	
  further	
  decay	
  or	
  loss	
  of	
  the	
  historic	
  and	
  cultural	
  fabric	
  which	
  distinguish	
  Mount	
  Dora	
  from	
  other	
  

towns.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1	
  Simpson,	
  interview	
  by	
  author,	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  Florida,	
  04	
  November	
  2013.	
  
2	
  “History	
  of	
  Mount	
  Dora,”	
  Florida	
  Back	
  Roads	
  Travel	
  (Mike	
  Miller),	
  accessed	
  01	
  October	
  2013,	
  http://www.florida-­‐
backroads-­‐travel.com/history-­‐of-­‐mount-­‐dora.html.	
  	
  
3	
  “History	
  of	
  Mount	
  Dora,	
  Florida,”	
  Small	
  Town	
  Gems,	
  accessed	
  28	
  September	
  2013,	
  
http://www.smalltowngems.com/browsetowns/florida/mountdora/mountdorafltownhistory.	
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Out	
   of	
   these	
   20	
   buildings	
   surveyed,	
   the	
  majority,	
   about	
   85%,	
   were	
   of	
   a	
  Masonry	
   Vernacular	
  

style.	
  Two	
  were	
  in	
  a	
  Spanish	
  style	
  and	
  another	
  was	
  in	
  a	
  Mediterranean	
  Revival	
  style.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  high	
  

level	
  of	
  historical	
  integrity	
  within	
  the	
  area,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  bulk	
  of	
  these	
  buildings	
  surveyed	
  were	
  

almost	
  all	
  contributing	
  buildings.	
  Only	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  these	
  buildings	
  were	
  non-­‐contributing,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  fact	
  

they	
  were	
  built	
  later	
  in	
  time	
  or	
  that	
  they	
  had	
  been	
  changed	
  drastically	
  from	
  their	
  original	
  distinguishing	
  

form.	
  

On	
  average	
  the	
  surveyed	
  buildings	
  were	
  in	
  good	
  condition.	
  There	
  were	
  a	
  few	
  which	
  have	
  either	
  

been	
  vacant	
  for	
  too	
  long	
  or	
  just	
  neglected	
  with	
  regards	
  to	
  proper	
  maintenance.	
  For	
  the	
  most	
  part,	
  these	
  

buildings	
   are	
  most	
   likely	
   attended	
   to	
   about	
   once	
   a	
   year,	
   or	
   so	
   it	
   appears.	
   There	
   is	
   a	
   need	
   for	
   these	
  

owners	
   or	
   shopkeepers	
   to	
   provide	
   more	
   attention	
   to	
   the	
   upkeep	
   of	
   these	
   buildings,	
   to	
   avoid	
  

unnecessary	
  damage	
  or	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  integrity	
  because	
  of	
  disregard.	
  	
  

There	
  were	
  a	
  few	
  buildings	
  that	
  on	
  their	
  own	
  seem	
  likely	
  candidates	
  for	
  individual	
  listings	
  on	
  the	
  

National	
  Register,	
  including	
  the	
  Old	
  First	
  National	
  Bank	
  of	
  Mount	
  Dora	
  (Mount	
  Dora	
  Bank	
  &	
  Trust	
  Co.),	
  

Simpson	
  Hotel	
  and	
  Rehbaum’s	
  Hardware	
  (Piglet’s	
  Pantry).	
  The	
  other	
  buildings	
  have	
  either	
  changed	
  too	
  

drastically	
  from	
  their	
  original	
  state	
  or	
  are	
  lacking	
  firm,	
  historical	
  significance.	
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